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THE GEORGE AND CAROL OLMSTED FOUNDATION


The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation was established in 1957.  Major General George H. Olmsted was its founder.  General Olmsted and his wife, Carol, were its only donors.  Both were active in the management of The Foundation and its programs.  The primary objective of The Foundation is to support programs which enhance development of potential future military leaders by providing a comprehensive education, knowledge, and a depth of understanding of the political, economic, cultural, historical, geographic, and military factors involved in international relations.  To that end, foreign language training and cultural immersion are emphasized.


General George Olmsted was born on March 18, 1901 in Des Moines, Iowa.  He graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point on June 22, 1922, ranking second in his class academically.   General Olmsted firmly believed that “our greatest leaders must be educated broadly.”  In that regard, with concurrence from the Office of the Secretary of Defense, in 1960 he began the Olmsted Scholar Program, the principal program supported by The Foundation.  In addition to their education, he felt the principles of dedication to country and patriotism must be instilled in the formative years of the lives of our potential leaders, thus better enabling them to make a contribution to the future of our country.


General Olmsted passed away in 1998 at his home in North Arlington, Virginia and was buried in Arlington National Cemetery on 26 October 1998.  His wife, Carol Shearing Olmsted, predeceased him in 1993.  For his services during World War II, General Olmsted received the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the Bronze Star Medal.  With extraordinary vision, he endowed The Foundation so as to perpetuate its objectives.  The Directors of The Foundation intend to continue to support the Olmsted Scholar Program and institutions and other programs which advance the General’s ideals. 

THE OLMSTED SCHOLAR PROGRAM


The principal grant program and interest of this Foundation is The Olmsted Scholar Program.  Each year this Program offers competitively selected career line officers from each of the four military Services educational grants for two years of graduate study, foreign language instruction, travel and other educational experiences in a foreign country.  The spouses of married Scholars also receive grants for foreign language instruction, if desired. 


Olmsted Scholars are nominated by the military Services to study at foreign universities chosen by them and approved by their Services and The Foundation.  Final selection of Scholars, designation of the foreign countries and universities they will attend, and approval of their areas of study are made by the Board of Directors of The Olmsted Foundation.  Olmsted Scholars enroll as full-time students and primarily study liberal arts subjects at a Masters Degree level in a language other than English, while interacting with the residents of the countries in which they are living and conducting foreign educational travel during non-study periods.


The Program originated with the first class of military officers in 1960, following an endowment by Major General George H. Olmsted, USAR.  The purpose of the Program at the outset was to broadly educate those young military officers who exhibit extraordinary potential for becoming this country’s future military leaders.  This remains the purpose today.  Study at a foreign university and immersion in a foreign culture were chosen because this unique educational and travel period in a young officer’s life and career has an important maturing effect, while at the same time it increases sensitivity to the interests, viewpoints, culture, history, geography, politics and concerns of people around the world.  This sensitivity is invaluable as the officer receives growing amounts of responsibility and becomes ever more involved with international relations, world politics, and the leaders, both civilian and military, of the United States and other countries.


Scholars comprise a growing body of uniquely educated military officers who, with the added dimension of their Olmsted Scholar experience, are a significant asset to the United States.  Their education is being used effectively by assignments to high-level staffs of their Services, including NATO, command assignments, the Department of Defense, the Joint Chiefs, government agencies and The White House.  As a group, they have followed a pattern of early promotion, including number of Scholars who have achieved general officer or flag rank.  In retirement, many have continued to utilize their Olmsted Scholar experience.


Through the end of 2009, five hundred-eight Scholars representing fifty-one Olmsted Scholar Classes have completed, are completing, or are preparing for two years of study abroad.  They have studied thus far in thirty-seven languages at one hundred and seventy-six different foreign universities, in fifty-eight foreign countries.

OLMSTED SCHOLAR CLASS OF 2010
Candidates selected in March of 2009 to be Olmsted Scholars (Class of 2010) who will commence their studies abroad in 2010, if not before, are:
Army
Captain Jay A. Bessey – Ifrane, Morocco

Captain Louis B. Frketic – Bologne, Italy

Captain Timothy N. Peterman – Bangkok, Thailand

Navy
Lieutenant Megan M. Hallinan – Dakar, Senegal

Lieutenant Stephen C. Hines – Valparaiso, Chile

Lieutenant Sara E. Pulliam – Cairo, Egypt

Lieutenant Sean J. Wolfe – Moscow, Russia

Air Force

Captain Jonathan E. Airhart – Kiev, Ukraine

Captain Dean E. Berck – Rio de Janiero, Brazil

Captain Victor A. Kent – Prague, Czech Republic

Captain Scott C. Morgan – Bucharest, Romania

Captain Christian J. Ogrosky – Beijing, China

Captain Daniel E. Rueth – St. Petersburg, Russia

Marine Corps

Captain Sean S. Carano – Jerusalem, Israel

Captain Benjamin M. Davenport – Shanghai, China

Captain Timothy K. Gallagher – Paris France

Captain Daniel V. Goff – Moscow, Russia

GRANTS
The Foundation receives a number of requests for assistance from various organizations and individuals each year.  However, it is only possible to consider those which function within The Foundation’s area of interest.  In general, The Foundation contributes to its own Olmsted Scholar Program and to a few other traditionally-supported programs and organizations.  The objectives of The Foundation are explained at the beginning of this report.  Keeping in mind the importance of managing grant programs so that the impact  made with the funds granted is maximized, the Directors of The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation  voted in October of 1978 to establish the following Grants Policy:

Policies on Grants

Grants are made to individuals participating in the Olmsted Scholar Program, which has been organized by, and is administered by, this Foundation.


Grant requests should be sent to The Foundation for forwarding to the Board of Directors.  The Foundation will then consider requests for grants when initiated by a member of the Board of Directors and approved by a majority of the members of The Board.

The Foundation will not make a grant to an individual (other than to an Olmsted Scholar), or to any organization classified as a private foundation within the terms of the Tax Reform Act of 1969.

National Capital Area Boy Scouts

In 1963, The Foundation made a initial grant to the National Capital Area Council Boy Scouts for the establishment of Camp Olmsted at the Goshen Boy Scout Camps located in Goshen, Virginia.  Since then, the Foundation has contributed regularly to the Boy Scouts, an organization long supported by General Olmsted and his wife.  In 2009, the grant was $10,000.

The Society of the Cincinnati


Over a twenty year period beginning in 1981, The Foundation contributed $1,000,000 to the Society of the Cincinnati, a recognized charitable organization of which George Olmsted was a proud member.  The Society of the Cincinnati was established over two hundred years ago, and George Washington was its first President General.  It consists of thirteen chapters in the thirteen original states, with another chapter in France, our Revolutionary War ally.  Its members include mostly direct descendants of officers who fought in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  A fundamental objective of the Society is to perpetuate the motivation, dedication, and patriotism which enabled this nation to become a reality.  The Foundation grant furthers this objective by supporting programs of the Society of the Cincinnati such as its museum and library operations at the Anderson House, Washington, D.C.  In 2009, The Foundation made a $15,000 grant to The Society.

U.S. Military Academy – Olmsted Hall


A major grant in the history of The Olmsted Foundation was made to the Association of Graduates of the U.S. Military Academy in 1979.  In 1985, following approval of Military Academy officials, the Department of the Army, and The Olmsted Foundation, plans were made to utilize the bulk of the Olmsted gift for the renovation of a building on the West Point grounds, which is now the permanent location of The West Point Museum.  In 1989, the Museum, named Olmsted Hall, was opened to the public.  The donor of The Olmsted Foundation, Major General George H. Olmsted, was a 1922 graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, and the West Point Museum will stand as a reminder of the lifelong interest in, and support of, all the military Services by Major General Olmsted.  Additional grants were made subsequently to support construction of the new Military Heritage Center at Olmsted Hall.  No such grants were made in 2009.

Tri-Service Academy Overseas Travel and Cultural Immersion Program


In January 2001, The Foundation and the three Service Academies approved a new long-term  program to enhance Midshipman and Cadet overseas educational travel and study.  Such travel is to  involve primarily non-English speaking countries.  To support this program in 2001, The Foundation made an initial annual grant to each Academy, and has continued to support this program with annual grants. In 2009, a total grant of $100,000 was made to each Academy.

ROTC Overseas Travel and Cultural Immersion Program
In 2003, The Foundation began development of a new overseas educational travel and study program for Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Midshipmen and Cadets.  While all three Services worked on policies, plans, and procedures during the year to implement this new program, only Air Force ROTC was able to complete all requirements for implementation.  Air Force ROTC received their first grant in 2003.  In 2004, each of the three Service ROTCs received a grant.  In 2009, each Service ROTC received $30,000.
Senior Military College Overseas Travel and Cultural Immersion Program
In November 2004, The Foundation approved grants payable in the Spring, 2005, to the nation’s Senior Military Colleges, Title 10 Schools (VMI, The Citadel, Norwich University, North Georgia College and State University, Texas A&M, and Virginia Tech), to assist in funding short term overseas travel and study programs for ROTC Midshipman and Cadets attending these schools.  In 2009, each School received $10,000.

Service Academy Foreign Affairs Conferences

In previous years, The Foundation made grants in varying amounts to the Naval Academy and the Air Force Academy in support of their respective annual foreign affairs conferences.  These conferences also involve students from many US universities and some foreign universities and enhance the participants’ understanding of important, current international issues.  In 2002, The Foundation standardized the grant and also included The Military Academy. In 2009, each Service Academy received a $10,000 grant.

PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION

The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation believes strongly in the view that tax exemption is a privilege granted to the organization for the benefit of the public at large and endorses the principle of appropriate public disclosure of The Foundation’s operations.  Therefore, The Foundation publishes an Annual Report and an Independent Auditor’s Report for distribution to individuals and agencies who express an interest.  It also complies with the law in making tax returns available to the public.


With regard to Foundation operations, it is felt that a private foundation has a particular responsibility for prudent management, and the Board of Directors are kept informed by management on the Olmsted Scholar Program, on all other grant projects, and on finances.  Two Board Meetings were held in 2009 to conduct Foundation business, and communication by management with Board members, public accountants and legal and tax counsel was frequent.  In addition, the Finance and Investment Committee, which consists of four Directors, met eleven times during 2009.  The Audit Committee, consisting of three Directors, met twice during 2009. 

Name and Title of Foundation Officials during 2009

Rear Admiral Larry R. Marsh, USN, Ret


Director; President and CEO

Brigadier General Anthony A. Smith, USA, Ret

Director; Chairman of the Board of

Directors (term expired 10 Nov 09)

General Henry Viccellio, Jr., USAF, Ret


Director; Chairman of the Board of

Directors (as of 10 Nov 09)

General George Lee Butler, USAF, Ret


Director

General John P. Abizaid, USA, Ret



Director

Major General Bruce K. Scott, USA, Ret


Director


Lieutenant General Emerson N. Gardner, USMC

Director

Rear Admiral Deborah A. Loewer, USN, Ret

Director
Vice Admiral William D. Crowder, USN


Director

Rear Admiral James P. Wisecup, USN


Director
Colonel Kathryn L. Gauthier, USAF



Director
Major General John W. Peabody, USA


Director

Colonel David G. Estep, USAF, Ret



Executive Vice President

Colonel Robert A. Stratton, USAF, Ret


Vice President Special Programs









(effective 02 Jan 09)

Joseph M. McManus, Esq.




Secretary and Treasurer

All Directors and Officers can be contacted through The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation office located at:


201 Park Washington Court, Falls Church, Virginia 22046-4527

Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:

Recipient

Scholarship study in a foreign university in a foreign
     Amount
     language and concomitant educational travel   

	Brian Baller
	 $12,969.84 

	Robert Baskins
	 $13,391.75 

	Emily Bassett
	 $  2,408.88 

	Richard Blackburn
	 $16,348.00 

	John Blocher
	 $10,406.54 

	Eric Butler
	 $  1,805.78 

	Michael Cancellare
	 $     201.52 

	William Carr
	 $13,514.06 

	Matthew Crouch
	 $19,778.90 

	Douglas Fowler
	 $  8,000.00 

	Louis Frketic
	 $  8,000.00 

	Gabriel Gammache
	 $22,297.51 

	Alexandra Gerbracht
	 $11,607.74 

	Robert Gerbracht
	 $11,607.74 

	Kenneth Gjone
	 $12,000.00 

	George Granholm
	 $  8,000.00 

	Megan Hallinan
	 $  7,000.00 

	Christopher Heber
	 $  8,000.00 

	Stephen Hines
	 $  8,000.00 

	Wilber Hsu
	 $12,394.51 

	Shane Jacobs
	 $10,800.00 

	Mark Jacobsen
	 $11,875.00 

	Joshua Kaser
	 $  5,500.00 

	Jacob Kramer
	 $19,613.12 

	Brian Kreitlow
	 $  8,862.50 

	Joshua Kristenson
	 $12,390.00 

	Mark Lehenbauer
	 $  9,000.00 

	Peter Mallory
	 $  8,375.00 

	Scott McKee
	 $     917.62 

	Benjamin Menges
	 $  2,470.85 


Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:

Recipient

Scholarship study in a foreign university in a foreign
     Amount
     language and concomitant educational travel   
	Matt Meyers
	 $  3,731.00 

	Scott Morgan
	 $  7,000.00 

	Matthew Myers
	 $  9,598.13 

	Christen Olsen
	 $12,759.22 

	Timothy Peterman
	 $  8,000.00 

	Stephen Pirotta
	 $  4,345.00 

	Eric Parthemore
	 $  8,000.00 

	James Price
	 $11,905.00 

	Sara Pulliam
	 $  7,000.00 

	Gary Sampson
	 $  8,500.00 

	Thomas Scott
	 $10,599.12 

	Paul Sebold
	 $  2,426.10 

	Philip Smith
	 $  8,000.00 

	Charles St. Sauver
	 $12,960.00 

	Philip Stodick
	 $11,829.56 

	Ryan Sullivan
	 $18,984.72 

	Tobias Switzer
	 $15,955.26 

	Richard Tanner
	 $  5,629.23 

	Joshua Taylor
	 $  9,000.00 

	Phoenix Torrijos
	 $21,958.00 

	Lewis Vaughn
	 $12,870.00 

	Kevin Webster
	 $11,620.13 

	Christopher Wilkinson
	 $10,000.00 

	Eric Winterbottom
	 $12,548.00 

	Dorsey Wisotzki
	 $  9,500.00 

	Sean Wolfe
	 $  8,500.00 

	Timothy Woodruff
	 $16,144.80 

	Daniel Young
	 $21,347.00 


Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:

Recipient

Language Training Grant for Spouse of Scholar

       Amount
	Brian Baller
	 $1,360.89 

	Robert Baskins
	 $1,500.00 

	Emily Bassett
	 $1,087.60 

	Michael Cancellare
	 $1,114.14 

	Sean Carano
	 $   948.89 

	Douglas Fowler
	 $   720.00 

	Kenneth Gjone
	 $1,000.00 

	Daniel Goff
	 $   245.00 

	Stephen Hines
	 $2,000.00 

	Wilber Hsu
	 $   307.62 

	Shane Jacobs
	 $   225.00 

	Brian Kreitlow
	 $1,061.15 

	Joshua Kristenson
	 $   116.18 

	Barry Little
	 $1,271.92 

	Peter Mallory
	 $   850.00 

	David McIllece
	 $   195.00 

	Christen Olsen
	 $   842.00 

	Timothy Peterman
	 $1,484.57 

	Eric Parthemore
	 $2,000.00 

	Angela Reber
	 $   173.21 

	Tobias Switzer
	 $   614.46 

	Phoenix Torrijos
	 $1,631.75 

	Lewis Vaughn
	 $1,391.74 

	Kevin Webster
	 $   570.00 

	Sean Wolfe
	 $2,000.00 


Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:
Recipient

Scholar – Overseas Language Training Grant 

       Amount
	Emily Bassett
	 $  3,852.40 

	Matthew Crouch
	 $  3,075.56 

	Louis Frketic
	 $  2,721.77 

	George Granholm
	 $  2,206.00 

	Christopher Heber
	 $  1,563.00 

	Scott Morgan
	 $  3,030.60 

	Christian Olsen
	 $     974.40 

	Timothy Peterman
	 $  1,484.57 

	Eric Parthemore
	 $  5,000.00 

	Sara Pulliam
	 $  1,184.41 

	Daniel Young
	 $     250.00 


Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:
Recipient


Scholar Familiarization Trip Grant

       Amount
	Christina Bembeneck
	 $ 1,819.26 

	Dean Berck
	 $ 3,662.00 

	John Blocher
	 $ 2,012.72 

	Sean Carano
	 $ 2,898.00 

	Douglas Fowler
	 $ 2,852.40 

	Timothy Gallagher
	 $ 1,799.00 

	Megan Hallinan
	 $ 1,137.65 

	Christopher Heber
	 $ 2,908.55 

	Stephen Hines
	 $ 3,182.36 

	Wilbur Hsu
	 $ 3,239.46 

	Brain Kreitlow
	 $ 3,400.00 

	Joshua Kristenson
	 $ 1,840.00 

	Mark Lehenbauer
	 $ 2,166.73

	Peter Mallory
	 $ 3,679.70 

	Scott Morgan
	 $ 2,715.16 

	Matthew Myers
	 $ 1,332.99 

	Christian Olsen
	 $ 1,988.86 

	Timothy Peterman
	 $ 3,224.82 

	Sara Pulliam
	 $ 1,509.25 

	Gary Sampson
	 $ 2,877.18 

	Lewis Vaughn
	 $ 1,681.14 

	Christopher Welch
	 $ 3,216.89 

	Daniel Young
	 $ 2,574.32 


The above grant recipients on pages 11 through 15 are not disqualified persons as described in Section 4946, IRC.  Their addresses are maintained at The Olmsted Foundation office.
Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were:

Recipient



Concise Statement of Grant


       Amount
	Department of the Air Force 
	
	

	U.S. Air Force Academy 
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$100,000.00

	Association of Graduates 
	Academy Assembly  
	$10,000.00

	Colorado Springs, CO
	AFROTC Overseas Travel Program
	$30,000.00

	
	
	

	Department of the Army
	
	

	U.S. Military Academy
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$100,000.00

	Association of Graduates
	Student Conference on U.S. Affairs (SCUSA) 
	$10,000.00

	West Point, NY
	
	

	
	
	

	U.S. Army Cadet Command               
	Army ROTC Overseas Travel Program
	$30,000.00

	Fort Monroe, VA
	
	

	
	
	

	Department of the Navy
	
	

	U.S. Naval Academy
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$100,000.00

	USNA Foundation
	Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference (NAFAC) 
	$10,000.00

	Annapolis, MD
	
	

	
	
	

	Naval Service Training Command
	NROTC Overseas Travel Program
	$30,000.00

	Pensacola, FL
	
	

	
	
	

	Senior Military Colleges
(Title 10)
	
	

	
	
	

	The Citadel Foundation
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$10,000.00

	Charleston, SC
	
	

	
	
	

	North Georgia College
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$10,000.00

	and State University Foundation
	
	

	Dahlonega, GA
	
	

	
	
	

	Norwich University
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$10,000.00

	Northfield, VT
	
	

	
	
	

	Texas A&M University
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$10,000.00

	College Station, TX
	
	


Grants and contributions paid during the year 2009 were: 

Recipient


        Concise Statement of Grant


         Amount
	The VMI Foundation
	Overseas Travel Program
	$10,000.00

	Lexington, VA
	
	

	
	
	

	Virginia Polytechnic Institute
	Overseas Travel Program 
	$10,000.00

	and State University
	
	

	Blacksburg, VA
	
	

	
	
	

	National Capital Area Council
	Operation and Maintenance
	$10,000.00

	Boy Scouts of America
	of Camp Olmsted 
	

	 Bethesda, Maryland 20814
	
	

	
	
	

	The Society of the Cincinnati
	Support of  Museum Functions
	$15,000.00

	Anderson House
	and general support
	

	Washington, DC 20008 
	
	

	
	
	

	Salesianum School
	Robert Yablonski Memorial Gift
	$500.00

	1801 N. Broom Street
	
	

	Wilmington, DE 19802
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Contributions on a cash basis  (pp.11-17)
	
	$1,211,529.40

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	$
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