The George and Carol Olmsted Foundation takes great pleasure in presenting the 2010 Robert Yablonski Esprit Award to:

WILLIAM GILBERT MELTON, Olmsted Scholar Class of 1987, Paris, France
Named for Robert Yablonski, Olmsted Scholar Class of 1980, Lyon, France, who served as The Foundation's Executive Vice President from 2000 to 2009 and also on The Foundation’s Board of Directors from 2001 to 2009, this award recognizes the many contributions WILL MELTON has made, and continues to make, to The Foundation and the Olmsted Scholar Program.  Just as Bob Yablonski continuously displayed great enthusiasm, unparalleled initiative, continuous dedication, an infectious positive attitude, and matchless patriotism in all his military assignments and duties, as well as his dealings with The Olmsted Foundation, so, too, has WILL MELTON over the years.
WILL served two years as The Foundation’s Marine Corps Active Duty Director, at a critical time when The Foundation was undergoing unprecedented growth and change.  He volunteered as a member of The Foundation’s 5-year Comprehensive Strategic Review in 2006 and helped shape influential policies and improvements for the Olmsted Scholar Program.  In addition, on his own initiative, he has continually kept Foundation leadership apprised of pertinent Marine Corps personnel related correspondence and issues, and provided invaluable advice on how to attract and recruit quality Marine candidates.  He annually assists in the review of Marine Corps Olmsted Scholar Candidate applications, assesses final applicant's professional performance records and participates in their interviews.  He and wife, Mary Lee, are regularly involved in all Washington, DC Olmsted Foundation events, and he continually serves as an ambassador and advocate of The Olmsted Scholar Program to senior and junior officers alike
In retirement, after serving over 22 years with the Marine Corps, he continues his life of public service and wholehearted support of Olmsted Scholars.  WILL currently serves in a high ranking position, as the Assistant Director of Intelligence for Resources at Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps.
For his truly outstanding, sustained, and enthusiastic support of the Olmsted Foundation, the Olmsted Scholar Program, our military, and our nation, WILL MELTON is hereby recognized as the 2010 Robert Yablonski Esprit Award winner.  Congratulations!
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