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(1) List of Roundtable topics


(2) Schedule of events for the week
1.  In April 2007, I attended the US Naval Academy’s Foreign Affairs Conference.  Not being an Academy grad myself, I was originally informed of the Foreign Affairs Conference by the Foundation’s Vice President for Special Programs.  This year’s conference title was “Asia at the Cross Roads”.  Having been a Scholar in China, this topic was naturally of great interest to me.  I contacted the Midshipman who was acting as the Deputy Director for Senior Advisors, to let her know that I was very interested in attending the conference.  She sent me a list of the round table discussions, of which there were approximately 14.  Several of the Senior Advisor positions had been previously filled, but there were still several topics remaining.  I chose “Energy Competition in Asia: China, India, and Japan”.  I was then put in contact with the Midshipman who was moderating my particular roundtable.  He gave me an overview of the conference and our particular topic.
2.  The Academy provided just about everything for the conference, transportation from the airport, lodging, daily transportation to the Academy, and meals.  All that was necessary was to arrange transportation to the Washington area, which in my case was funded by the Foundation.  I was very impressed with the caliber of participants for each of the roundtable discussions.  Although the participants were undergraduates, it was obvious that each and every one of them was very interested in the topics at hand and came well prepared for the discussions.  Each of the undergrads had written a paper on the topic of the roundtable.  The original intent was to make these papers available online prior to the conference, however, due to technical difficulties with the website this did not occur.  None the less, each of the students came well prepared.  The diversity of the participants was also very impressive.  Along with students from the other military Academies, there were students from several different highly regarded universities from across the nation and several cadets from foreign service academies as well.  
3.  The conference also featured a speakers program featuring ComNavPac and Deputy Secretary of State for East Asian Affairs, a panel discussion, and a “Forestall Lecture” by Dr. Henry Kissinger.  Each of these lectures provided a great depth of understanding and helped to guide each of the various discussions during the week.  It was a unique opportunity to have so many experts in the field all come together at once to discuss the topic of “Asia at the Crossroads”, particularly considering that it was an undergraduate conference, run entirely by the midshipmen.   The Academy also offered several extra-curricular activities, as listed in enclosure (2), which provided a good opportunity to get to know the midshipmen, and get the word out about the Olmsted Foundation, its mission, and the remarkable opportunities.  Several of the midshipmen were aware of the Foundation’s efforts at the Academy, and were more than interested in the details of the Scholarship and my experiences overseas.  Hopefully this opportunity helps to grow the field of future potential scholars.
4.  The roundtable discussion I was involved in had a midshipman as the moderator, a professor from the Naval War College and myself as the senior advisors, and approximately 20 undergrads.  The discussion was lively and wide ranging, all focused on our particular topic of energy competition, but each of the participants was clearly able to understand the multiple forces at work dealing with governmental polices.  The questions posed were thoughtful and often insightful.  The moderator also did a good job of tying in energy competition in Asia with US national security and foreign policy.
5.  Overall, I was very impressed with the caliber of each of the participants, the overall organization of the entire conference and week’s events, and the effort put forth by each of the midshipmen involved.  I found the experience very rewarding, as well as thought provoking.  It provided a welcome opportunity to return to a scholarly venue on topics that were personally interesting and relevant.  It also provided a good opportunity to visit with other scholars I had not seen for quite some time, enjoy the gracious Academy hosts, and attend several lectures from distinguished policy makers.  The conference was a thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding experience; yet again as a result of the Olmsted Foundation’s commitment to its mission of Broad Education.

6.  As always, I am more than willing to discuss in further detail any aspects of the NAFAC conference with interested individuals.  I can be reached at my official email address: Brendan.mulvaney@usmc.mil, or my personal email: BSMIrish@aol.com.




Brendan S. Mulvaney

Asia at the Crossroads: Roundtables
· Proliferation: North Korea Nuclear Crisis
· Is There a Beijing Consensus? China, India, and the East Asian Model 
· Human Insecurities: Poverty and Epidemics
· Energy Competition: China, India, and Japan
· The Environmental Challenge: India and China 
· East Asia's Underworld: Transnational Crime 
· The Future of U.S. - Japan Alliance
· Sino-Japanese Rivalry  
· Financial Crisis: 1997-98 and beyond
· The Taiwan Issue
· The War on Terror: The Second Front in Southeast Asia
· Democratic Transition in Southeast Asia 
· Challenges of State Building in Southeast Asia 
· Demographic Turbulence and Regional Security

Time
                    
Event





Location







Monday, April 9
All Day 

Delegate Arrival/Registration                         Doubletree Hotel

1830-2200 

Light Dinner/Informal Mixer       

Smoke Hall

Tuesday, April 10
0845-0900       
Staff Introduction                        
            Mahan Auditorium

0900-0915 

Welcome Address
       

            Mahan Auditorium

0915-1015 

Roundtable 1
                                                Various Yard Locations

1030-1045

Check Presentation/Olmsted Foundation       Mahan Auditorium

1045-1200 

Opening Address                        
            Mahan Auditorium

1210-1250  

Special Advisors Luncheon         
            Alumni House

1210-1250 

Delegate Lunch                            
            King Hall

1300-1420 

Roundtable 2                                                   Various Yard Locations

1430-1545 

Mid Store Visit                  

            Midshipmen Store
1600-1700 

Roundtable 3                                                   Various Yard Locations

1730-1930 

Social


                     

 Buddy’s Crabs
Wednesday, April 11
0830-0850 

Morning Briefing 



Mahan Auditorium

0900-1015 

Address: Senator Chuck Hagel       

Mahan Auditorium

1030-1200 

Roundtable 4




Various Yard Locations

1210-1250 

Delegate Lunch



Bo Coppedge Room
1300-1400 

Address: Adm. Gary Roughead

Mahan Auditorium
1415-1530 

Roundtable 5                      


Various Yard Locations

1600-1700

Formal parade 



Worden Field

1715-1915

Evening Meal




Superintendent’s House

1930-2030

Forrestal Lecture: Dr. Henry Kissinger
Alumni Hall
2030-2330

Firstie Club




Hubbard Hall
Thursday, April 12
0830-0850

Morning Briefing 
                     

Mahan Auditorium

0900-1015

Roundtable 6                               

Various Yard Locations

1030-1200

Panel Discussion

  
   
Mahan Auditorium

1210-1300 

Delegate Lunch                    


Bo Coppedge Room 

1320-1550

Yard-Wide Activities                  

Various Yard Locations

1830-2100

Banquet

     


Alumni Hall
1915-2000

Banquet Address
       
     

Alumni Hall
Friday, April 13
Departure of Delegates
Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference 

After Action Report

Capt Jeremiah Klomp, OSC ‘04

I first learned of the Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference (NAFAC) via an email originally sent by Col Estep, in charge of Olmsted Foundation Special Projects, forwarded to me by Maj Brendan Mulvaney, USMC.  With this year’s topic “Asia at the Crossroads,” both the major and I could not help but be interested!  The combination of the Naval Academy’s prestige, the Olmsted Foundation’s reputation, and my own convincing argument got a permissive TDY approved for the week.

The Midshipmen were very helpful and full of useful information regarding the conference, agenda, topics and activities.  In particular, Midn 2/C Carly Towers was in charge of scheduling the Senior Advisors for the roundtable discussions (which Brendan and I were) and did a great job of coordinating with me regarding travel, accommodations, etc.  Midn 1/C Matt Scorcio was the moderator for my roundtable, “the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997” and did an outstanding job of passing on information, suggested readings and overall coordination of the student delegates and myself.  

As mentioned, I was a Senior Advisor for the Asian Financial Crisis roundtable.  The student delegates were divided into 14 groups for six sessions of discussion on a previously determined topic.  Each delegate had written a research paper on the assigned topic, taking as much leeway as he or she wanted, and they produced some very insightful work!  We began by discussing the events leading up to the crisis (which consisted of a crash and devaluation of the Thai currency, followed by others in the region) and continued the discussion into ways it could have been prevented, implications for the future and what we can do to prevent further crises.  The other Sr Advisor was a professor at USNA, and was unable to attend most of the roundtable sessions.  Our group was made up of approximately 14 members, four of whom were from (or had roots) outside the United States: Andrej was a grad student from Slovenia, Kevin was from the Philippines, Kieri was from the Australian Naval Academy, and Mark was from Malaysia.  They all provided valuable, insightful input to the discussion.

The panel discussions and lectures were excellent!  I have included a list of the roundtable topics, as well as a schedule of events for the entire conference.  One significant change from the agenda was that Ambassador Chris Hill was unable to attend the conference due to his participation in the Six Party Talks involving North Korea, so we’ll excuse him!  Admiral Gary Roughead, Commander, Pacific Fleet, was very interesting, and the Forrestal lecturer, Dr. Henry Kissinger was probably the highlight of the conference.  The entire conference was very enjoyable; each day brought new and interesting topics and experiences.

I thoroughly enjoyed my first visit to the US Naval Academy!  Although the 338 acres is considerably smaller than the 6000 acres of the Air Force Academy in Colorado, it has its own beauty, and there is something to be said for being able to walk across campus in just a few minutes!  The Midshipmen who took us sailing were excellent, the activities planned were engaging and interesting, and the history of the campus and area were intriguing.   I look forward to participating in future Conferences!  Many thanks to the Olmsted Foundation for providing the opportunity to participate.  Both Brendan and I were able to do some quality recruiting among the Midshipmen.  We also enjoyed the chance to meet with a few fellow scholars who attended several of the NAFAC events.
